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“There was once a widow, who had three daughters. “Vow the
twe elder daughters were intelligent, keautiful, and artistic, one
being a painter and the sther a viclinist. T=ut sowve pesple thought
the youngest daughter ugly, kecause she was cross—eyed, and she alss
had the veputation of keing crazy. In the wiornings ewnd late
afternoons, she'd weork in the family's vegetable patch. TOuring the
kot part of the day, she'd work indeers, go for walks in the weoods, or
sit in the waiddle of the vegetable patch without waoving for ever

S\AC'/\ a l@\'\g time.

"What's so cragy about that T you waay well ask. “Well, she'd
talk to the vegetakles, and thew secewn to ke listening, as if they were
answering her. CAwd every evewing, after working with the
vegetakles, she'd go and sit in a waud puddle in front of the house.
She caused her twe sisters a great deal of enibarrassvaent, and her

metkef ne e\r\al OF WYY, E\At Sl\,e was as l«,appy as tke AQ\J ;.5 lewg, GV\A

", "W\sther, can't you do anything akout her T wailed her
sisters “VMlone of COur friends will covmae to visit ws with her
sitting theve like that.”

Q\'\A tke W\-Otkef WO\A[A g O\At oWnce agalw GV\A tf\_f to cowviwce

ke\' yeuwgest Aaugkter to cevwe ;.V\te tl«,e [«,e\ase G“d c[eaw kerse[‘: M.

T=ut the young wonmean would only shake her head and say: 9
want to stay herve.” Only when the last hints of the sunset had
filteved out of the sky would she stawnd up and wake her way slowly
and silently te the kack of the house, wheve she'd wash herself at the
raim-water barrel. < Jhew she'd put ow a clean dress, collect a few

vegeta'ales {:Of tke evewlwg V\\eGL G\'\A ewter tl«.e ke\nse.

CAnd as the four wonien sat eating in the kitchew, she'd say

strawge t[«iw\gs tkat wearl\_g AY’OV@ ker slsters W\-GA. S\AC[A, as "c)—ke

WOY‘[A :.S a l«.uge seecl WGLtLWg to gyew Lwto a pepper plawt.” ©Y'

"“Today D saw that way kody is bigger than the whole werld, and
smadller than a drop of water.” CAnd her sisters would grit their
tecth, or voll their eyes, and say wothing, but finish their supper and
leave the table as scon as possible. CAnd her waother would sigh and
shake her head.

cTwi.ce a Mc\!\tb\_, tke e[oter slsters werve SPG“EA [lstewiwg te tkese

c'aservatiows. aack V\lgl\t GF ‘:\All VWWSSW Y NeWwW VWOeOSWN, tkelv‘ slstev
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would vewagin sitting in ker puddle for the whole wight. kardly
woving. On nights of Full noon. her eyes would follow the waoon
as it vode frowa owne side of the sky to the other, while on wights of
new wson. her eyes would rewaain shut, but ker head weuld vock

SIOle, very SIOW[\J, ‘:\'OM s;.de to s;.de.

“Then hard tivaes cavae te the land where they lived. < The vain
stopped falling, the ponds and streavas dried wp. < The crops did kadly,
especially since swarws of insects camve and ate up wrany of the creps
before they could ke harvested. “Vew although one of the sisters was
a painter, and so didn't depend divectly on the crops, the lovd and

lﬂdv FO\‘ wkem ske palwteal Aepewdeo{ oW taxes FV‘GW\ tke Favmevs.

and these depended ow the crops. So they told her that they
comldw't afferd to pay her to paint their portraits. ClAwnd although
another of the sisters was a viclinist, and s didw't depend divectly
on the crops, she played in the tovvn band, which played for dances
and partics. CAnd as the T vreps were doing so badly, the pesple
weren t in the waoed for dancing or parties, and alse didw't have the
vwaoney to pay the wausicians. < The youngest sister's vaud puddle had
dried up, and new in the evening she sat in the dust, but she still
was happy and healthy. She ate less, because there was less to eat,
but she said as waany cragy things as kefore, because theve was always

ewe\agk te say.

“Qll tlmes are [I\,G\'A,“ s[«,e salcl A\AY’LV\Q t[«,e evewlwg W\eal owne AG\;’,
GV\A [«,er elclest slster PO\AV\AQA t[«,e ta'ole GV\A skc\nteal “©l’\,, Sk\dt \AP!"

"We have te TOCO sovething!” she continued, after a pause
in which her wiocther and owe sister staved at her. < Jhe youngest
sister hadn't turned her head. "\Awless we do sovething, we'll
starve.. Yve decided to go to the king's palace to see if there's any
possibility theve.”

Se. after a day or twe to get her things ready, the cldest sister
set out for the king's palace. It tock her twe weeks to get therve, and
all along the way ordinary people spared her sewrething to cat and a
place to sleep for the wight, even though they didw't have that wauch
for thewaselves.  \Well, the people of that covmtry are like that. CTAwd
the cdoser she got to the palace, the greener everything locked. < This

Pﬁft O‘: U«.e CO\A\'\t\'\J. Gt [east. L\GA cowtiwued to kave TG;.\'\.
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T=ut when she get to the palace gates, one of the palace officials
turned her away.  Whe ever heard of a wewian viclinist” he
snorted. T=esides, the king dready has an orchestra with a
hvndred wausicians, and twenty of thews ave violinists. Ve, we

Aew,t weeal any vlellwlsts, tkﬁ“k yem very M\AC[&,.”

So the eldest sister sadly wade her way back howve, and told
her favmily what had happened. < Then the second sister decided to
go to the palace to try her luck. " offer to paint the king's portrait
for Free,” she said. " Ae'll ke sure to give wie a place to stay in the
palace and food as well for the tinve Qwa working on the portrait.
CAnd if ke likes it - as of course he will - waybe kel pay wee to

palwt awctkev."

o, after a day or twe to get her things ready, the second sister
set out for the king's palace. Yt tock her two and a half weeks to get
theve, and all along the way, erdinary people spared her sevething to
cat and a place to sleep for the night, even though they didw't have
that wauch for thewselves. “Well, the pecple of that country ave like
that. CAnd the closer she got to the palace, the greewer everything

leeke&. OV\A ;.t evew \'a;.wed SWNnce ovf tw;.ce w[«;.[e ske was ow l«,er way.

T=wt whew she got to the palace, one of the officials scoffed at
her. "CA wowran painterT™ "Well 9 never. T=out theve are alveady
four artists working ow portraits of AHic "VW\gjesty, and ke's
getting quite boved of all the posing he has to do. Ae waay ke vain.,

E\At ke’s G[SO g@t otker tkiwgs tO AQ. Be GFF WLtl& y@\d!”

Se tl«,e secewcl slster Sﬁdlv MGAE [«,er way Iaack keme QV\A te[cl
tke ct'/\e\'s w'/\at kaA kappeweo{.

"Well that's it!” vaoaned the eldest sister. " We've just geing to

star\/e.”
“g’[l ge.” sald tke \Jc\awgest slster qulet[\.,.

"NMeouT " exclaived her twe sisters.  What gosd could yeu
possllal\_y Ac? /Wkat are yewm plawwlwg to AO. sit i,w a W\\Ad puddle

outslale tke rcyal pa[ace?"

.'W\a\_"ae," awsweved tl\e \Je\awgest s:.ste\‘. Q\Aiet[\_’ slme wewt tc
get kev tkiwgs veaaly, W"\;,G'A. tcok kev‘ a'aeut two ko\u‘s. Ske packeul

sevwe ‘:Y'\Ai.t G\f\d V\\Ats St;.[l [e‘:t FY'OW\ H«.e [ast year, tkew we\r\t to see
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'/\e\‘ sister, tke pa'ur\te\'. “ca\/\ yom lewo{ e a Avess?“ ske asked.

”yeu kV\OW Q’ve gct wctklwg tO weay suita'cle FOY‘ t[«xe kl\r\g's palace,”

9 s ’
/We[l, Gt [east Yyewm re SL\,@WLV\g SevVvwwe sSsewnwse tkere, awsweved ker

sister. .heve, this is a dress l_?adv Dapkwe gave we. At's wet vy
colour at all. Meou can have it.”

"We, ne. Please don't give it to wae - just lewd it ts " VV\e.

"CAlright. D lend it to you.” CTAnd she sheock her head, "Silly
thing!”

“Thew the youngest daughter packed the dress away in her kag,
ond set off to the palace. Cllong the way she slept inm weeds and
weadows. < JThe people she wiet along the way offered to share sove
of their food with her. She thanked thew, but explained that she
dready had food with her. " T=ut could you spare wie a drink of
water T

Ut tock her a week and a half te reach the palace, and when she
saw it ahead of her, wot tos far off, she chawged into her sister's dvess
and continued. When she got there, she did in fact see a waud
puddle in front of the palace gates, so she sat dewvwn in it. TOF course
she drew strange locks frows passers-by, and people kegan to talk.

SSoon, quite a crowd had gathered to stare at her. “What was this
\JO\AV\g WOeWNGWW Aelwg Eltt;.\'\g :.V\ a M\AA P\Ad&le‘? /WGS ske cragy?

efke CY'OWA EAAN CGPt\AY‘Gd tl«,e attewtlcw OF tl’\,e 'Q;,V\g. WIA-O Gt
tkat W\omewt was posiwg FOY‘ \Jet awotker portralt. GV\A Feellwg very
EOYGA. SQ, wawt;.wg a 'oreak, GV\A a[se a b;-t C\A\‘;.O\AS. ke sauwtered

eutslde te see wkat was go;.wg SN,

C s the king approached the wand puddle, the whispering in the
crowd grew wiore excited, but had died down conpletely by the tinee
he actually arvived. SSowe of the pecple were even holding their
breath, waiting te see what weould happen. < The wowian in the
vaud puddle appeared wet to have woticed Ais conning.

"TOe you know T she said at last, te the crowd in geweral,
" a very rvich wewsan.  Why, 9 could show you a pearl that
weighs as vauch as..” and she paused as she locked around the crowd,
then pointed te a young wian. and continued. "as wauch as that

Naw tkere.” Onxe CY'OWA gasped. "B\At Q’V\\ GISO very geweyrowus. q’[l
bet aw\_ybcel\_g l«.ere tkat Q CO\AIA glve YoM vwore t[«,aw vO\A,A be wullwg te
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glive we.. J Set’s zet this ket at twe wagew[ea&s of covrw, owe
wagowlcad of fresh fruit, and owne wagowloao{ of fresh vegetab[es - te
be delivered tvavaediately te way hewe tF Q win the bet, and to your

%
kcme ;,F yem WLV\.

SGW\Z @F tke GV‘GWA gasped agaiw, B\At mest mutteveo{ GV\A

shook their heads. "She waust ke cragy, said sewve to their
wneighkours. . Wheo could afford to lose that ket ™ CAnd if she's got
a pearl as big as she says, whe could possibly winT CAnd the young
waan who she'd pointed at found hivaself being locked at again and
again by everybedy in the crowd.

T=ut the king svailed to hinvself. CAfter standing for so long
in one position for the portrait, ke was in the waoed for a little gave.
T=ut ke was alse shrewd, and he thought to hivaself, " Well, hew
can D lose T She waight ke cragy, but thew theve ave a lot of vich
cragy people.. I she offers vae a lot, for exanple that lhuge pearl, '
adwit that she's wown the ket, that Qwn wot willing ts give her that
vauch. “Then QU have to pay her the wagenloads of food, but QU
have the fantastic pearl (or whatever clse she offers). Clnd thatll
be worth wiore thaw the food.

"CAnd if what she offers isn't werth that wauch, well thew QU
offer her the sawe, with just a tiny little kit waove. CAnd with this
extra little bit, QU win the ket and dll those wagowloads of food.
How can D loseT ... Ounly if she's lying and can't pay. ClAnd then

q’ll make ker rayvy l\'\ awotkev way.

”Q accept tke Eet,ﬂ SGLA tke kl\r\g e\at [eud, GV\A kﬁlp tke CYOWA was
veady to go crazy. < This was fantasticd " T=ut QU tell you that D awe
the king, and 9 den't like lying. I anything you have said is

thr\de. g’ll kave yewm tl'\V'OWV\ :.V\ -tke A\Awgeow FOY‘ tke vest OF yeomy

life. Vow, what is it that you offer vae T

"Q offer you everything that 9 ovvw in the world,” said the
Wewasaw ;.\r\ tke VY\\AA F\AAA.le. /V\ow, Wlll \JO\A cFFe\' vyvwe tkat?"

“The king laughed, and said gosd-watwuredly, " Well, ‘9 adwit
Ae‘:eatz tke wagew[eads cF Fccd avre \Je\u's... B\At new \Jc\d must gi.\/e

vwe evevytklwg tkat YoM SwWwn L\r\ tke WOY[A.”

"'s Al in this bag, your “VW\gjesty,” she said te ki, holding
o\at ke\' bag. “ycu caw't kave t'/\e Aress Q.\M wea\‘i.\r\g as :.t st’t

%
YWline. q Eovvowed tt F\‘OM Wy ststev.
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“The king swiivked. "CAnd the pearl as heavy as this young
maw? Qemem'@er tl\at ;.F \JO\A’Ve li.eal a'ac\at tkﬂt. yewm spewd tke

rest OF Yoy uFe LV\ t[«,e PG[GCG el\awgeew."

oTke Yyeung cvcss—e\!ed WoewWwNagw StQQA MR G‘V\A iwdlcated kersel‘:

with her hands. " Aeve is the Tcarl as heavy as hin.,” she said.
"Wy name is Tearl, and 9 think you'll find that 9 weigh as

s
VW\AC[/\. as l«im, i.‘: V\Ot vwere.

“The king burst out laughing. CAnd whew he finished, he satd,

”q W@V\’t Botke\‘ welgkiwg YSM. yeu’ve glvew vwe a Y‘Lgl\t voyal lﬂ\dgl&
oW a Eoriwg ola\_y, GV\A tkatis chtl'\. tl’\,e Eet we agreed.”

S Tearl returned to her howne, sharing out food to the pesple

ske met oW tke way, as weu as tke people i,\'\ kev vulage.

/Well. t'/\e Pecple QF t'/\at cc\awt\‘y are [:.ke tkat.



