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Once, there was a boy who was 0 [itle that He looked as I e were four
years old when e was realy eisht Because of this, and because e |oved
swimming S0 ruch, s friends caled Him Frog His family was as larse as e
was smal, because five cousins and one dncle ived with Hirm, His sister, and His
parents. Three of [hese cousins were orphans — Therr parents had been kiled
when They tried to stop some soldiers from steaing the family's cow. This cow
ave oS of xo0od mik, but the soldiers wanted (o ear her, so They dd And I
the cow's owners wanted [0 stop Them, Theyd just have o be kiled So They
were, leaving three yJouns children withodt any parents. S0 They went o [ve with
Frog’s famiy Frox’s other uncle and His fwo chidren came o ve there (oo,
because His wife, Therr mother, had one [0 the Kng, o el Mim about wha the
solders had done. And the King had thrown fer in prison. S0 seven chidren and
three aduls ved tozether in one house.

They were qdite poor, and would have been even poorer I It hadnt been For
Fros. Frox’s parents wove cane baskels, and s uncle made jam, when there
was frdt o pick They sold the baskets and the jam in the markets of five
drferent vilazes Early in the morning, five days a week, Theyd oad up the
Farniy cart with baskets and pots of jam. Then two of the adds would drive the
cart [0 whichever vilaze had 1S markel thal day, and one wodld Stay home o
ook after the chidren and prepare the evenng meal They ook T in furns. And
Frog? Froz wodd somefimes 30 with the cart to markef and sometimes stay in
Therr own vilase, which was by the wals of the Kns's palace. He'd 30 up near
the palace ates with His sister Lucy, who was seven years old, bt looked older
than Frox She'd pretend [0 be [ooking after Fim, SO thal no Irown-upsS would
worry abodr such a youns chid wandering abour on His own. That wouldve
caused problems.

But, usualy, nobody naoticed Him ar al — He was S0 smal, SO quick, and
blended into the backsround SO wejl, in the clothes His mother had made for Him.
Clothes as brown as the sround SO thar they were hard [0 see, and with
especialy deep pockets to hold the things that He would steal

DidnT His parents et upset that Their naushty (ittle boy stole, You mizht ask?
Mo, indeed Remember thal T was His mother who made His pockels so big She
used to say: “Only the poor are caled thieves when They steal” Fros's famiy
was used o people steainsg from Them. Lauzhing ladies and sentlernen from the
princess Who stopped al Their markel stal and plagruly opened pots of jam o
taste them ‘Mol sweel enouzh,” Theyd say, and refuse (o pay Another pol of
jam thar couldnt be sold Or solders with Their heavy boots would step on a
cane basker and laush: ‘Mot very strong, is it?” They'd say, and sSlap each other
on the back, lauzghing down the sfreef, steains frat and pies from other stals.
MNobody sad anything They all knew whal had happened [0 Frox’'s adnts and
uncle.

Fros’s parents were lad of what His steains would buy for the Ffamiy They
only laid down [wo rudes for Fim: that He only steal from people rich enouzh (o
not need what was stolen, or from solders; and (hat e not et cauzht And
Frog wasnt thar naushiy: e obeyed these two rdes.

But Fros ddnt 0 our stealins every day There are other things in [Ffe. And
one of Frox’s favourte [hngs, as | thnk Ive aready sad, was Swimming
Swimming N ponds and sfreams: anywhere where [here was water. Somelimes
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Fe'd 30 swimming with IFis whole Famiy or with friends. Sometimes He went on s
own.

And T was one [Ime when e was on His own thal e mel the princess.
Froxg was [Jng sunning Amself on a larke rock by a pool in a meadow near
the paace wals, when (he princess came down [0 the meadow (O play,
accompanied by Her lades-n-waling (and a bodyzuard of solders, [0 be sure)
The princess bezan playng with Her favourite oy — a bal of sold xold A Farly
sy thing o make a ba| odt of, You might say, bdt there You 0: the princess
wouldnT have plaged with any other kind She liked (o remind Herselr that the bal
She was ro[ing in Her hands, throwins info the air and caiching, was worth more
than the vilaze outside the palace Kates. More than three vilages. More than the
lades-n-walting’s finery and the solders’ armodr. More than the lades or [he
solders Themselves. Sy thoughts [0 be running through the head of a yJouns
wormnan, byl there You 20 azan: the princess hardly had thoushts of any other
Kind.

She ran aons, threw the bal into the air, and cauzht I Threw the bal info [he
ar, and cadsht It Tripped over a stone Threw the bal into the arr, and Hersef
onto the round When She [ooked up, She saw fer lovely olden bal, worth
more than [hree vijazes, fal into the pond, with a splash thal was worth a couple
of houses.

domebody et Our ba| for UsP She cried (You see, the princess thouzht
She was worth more than ordnary people, S0 She caled Hersel” “We’, as I She
were more than one person) “Somebody et Our ba| for Usl” She'd cried, and
the lades-n-waling looked nervous. The soldiers looked nervous. Water was wet
and finery was fine. Armodr was heavy and. here was a naked [itle boy whom
They hadn noticed (Frox knew not [0 be naoticed, and a| this time He'd been
waching and listening, as il as a frox just before the fly disappears) rlere,
then, was [his naked |itle boy, standng in fron of the princess, pping dp: “Please,
Yer Lady, I et Yer ba| for You IF. I You| take Me [0 see the paace”

“Yes, ges: angthingl Quick — before I 3ets any wefter!”

S0 Frox dved in and swam our (o where the bal had dsappeared (e
swims ke a frogl” said one of the lades-n-waling, and everybody laughed) Then
Frox dsappeared [00. After a fu| minute, e came [0 the surface asan, a |ttle
closer (o the edze of the pond IHe [ook a breath and dved alan. Another minute
and He reappeared, closer i

‘What are You doinx?” shouted the princess, “Can't You find i?”

Rut He was aready under water asain. Halt a mindie |ater, He surfaced azain,
even closer, and started waking slowly towards the edze “Too heavy [0 SWim
with,” e explained, ‘had o carry [ alons the bottom” He came our of the water,
and Kave the princess Her bal She shached T away from Him, and, withoul a
word of thanks, turned away. “Comel” She said 1o Her ladies-n-waling, and started
off towards the palace.

‘Please, Yer Lady, Ive just 2ot (o pdr My clothes on, I You| walt a bl said
Frox And the princess turned arodnd

‘Walt for You” dShe snorted “Why shoudld We wat for You?”

“Please, Yer Lady, You promised (o take me (o the palace’”

‘We dont keep promises [0. [0 froxsl” She sheered “And especialy not (o
froxs who dont know enoush [0 address Us as Your Hizhness’” And with [that,
She strode off, folowed by lauzhing ladies-in-waiing (and the soldiers, to be sure)

After abodr (wo minues, there was another folower, just behind the [ast
solders, (oo smal| and [00 quiel [0 be noticed And He wasn( noticed until They
were a| throush the palace aes, in the paace ardens, wih the kns sfridng
forward [0 reet s daushter with some news.
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Mow, the news that the King had for the princess was [his: another prince
had come [0 ask Her o marry Him. To tel the rdh, the king was a (itle fed up
with the princess, because, for every prince who came waniing o marry er,
She had one answer — no. The kN had said azan and asan thar He'd ke o
see [he princess happly married What He realy meant, of course, was [hal He'd
be happy when She married, whether She was happy or not Bdf the princess
laushed at each prince who came, S0 thar They al chanxed Therr minds and
went away aan, quie insuted So now, the KNk had decided (o te| the princess
thal She must marry this one and make the best of I But He was a bt worried
because e knew thal the princess would make a big fuss.

However, as e was approaching Ier, there was a bt of another fuss. Frox
had finaly been discovered, and a solder was holdng Him by the ear.

‘Ughl” sad the princess, “I's thal horrble frox creaiurel”

‘Whar's this? A frog?” asked the kins

e swims ke a frosg, and He [ooks ke a frog,” sad the princess. ‘He
refused [0 rescue Our ba| from the water dnless We brought Him [o the palace.
We thouzht We'd escaped Fim”

How’s [hat? Rescued Your olden ba|?” asked the king, and insisted on beins
tod the whole story By the time the story had been told, He'd thouzht up a
cunning plan. Here was a way [0 et the princess married withodf quite SO0 much
of a fuss. “A promise is a promise,” sad the Kng, 'and a royal promise is a
roygal promisel" (The Knsg was aways breaking His own promises, bdt He sad
nNothiNg abodt thal just now) "Young, er, um, frog. You have rescued the princess'
olden ba| from the pond, and not only may You see the paace: [oday You
sha| be the guest of honourlAnd You, my Dear,” (0 the princess) "You must
real this, erm, frog with the race and the thanks thal He deserves. Why, that
bal is worth more than three vilases!" (We see here where the princess X0t
some or Her sily ways of thinking) "You should be more carefdl" He turmned (o
address a| those around: "This youns, ah, frog is [0 be [reated wih al respect
today" Then He harried off, [0 (el a cerfain Iuest not [0 show up for dinner. The
princess |ooked qute dissusted, and flounced off (o er rooms, |eaving
nstractions that She was not (o be disturbed

S0 Frog wandered around the paace, with royal consent, and (withodt royal
consent) besan o pur things in His pockets. Many things He saw werent worth
taking, as s family wouldnt be able [0 el them withour making everybody
suspicious, and werent worth keepns (o use af home Whar sood is a solden
tfoothpick set with diarmonds, when a wooden toothpick picks teeth just as wel? But
He dd manase, daring thal afternoon, [0 pockel quite a ot

Al dnner, the kng announced thar Frog was [o St next [0 the princess. She
profested, but the KN insisted, and added: "And, what Is more, We've decided that
this gyouns lad wil make the perfect husband for You He’s youns now, We admi,
but Youve been quie wiling [0 wal SO Far withodt marrying No doubp You won't
mind wating a |itle lonser. We have decided”

The princess burst Nfo an3ry tears, and asked [0 be excused from the
table, but the king wodldnt et Her leave untl the dinner was over, even thoush
She didn't touch a crumb, and sal there crying the whole time. The King pretended
several [Imes [0 be angry and fold Her [0 be quiel, bur realy e was enjoygns
the evennsg. His plan was 0N wel

Frog was worrgyns abodr what His Famiygd think I e stagyed away much
longer, but couldnt see any chance [0 escape unnoticed whie the dning hal was
flled with servants and solders, and He and the princess were the cenfre of
artention.



Finaly, the king tumed [o the princess and said: "You may now refire for the
nisht. We have ordered a smal| bed [0 be pur in Your bedroom for this youns
frox e wi| sleep there, as He is Your uest”

Azain he princess proested, and axan [he kng was firm. The princess and
Frox were escorted [0 Her rooms, and the door was ocked from the ourside.
The king hdrried off o ive more insfructions [0 the secref Iuest

After beatiny axanst the locked door with no resd, the princess threw
Herselr down on IHer bed, and cried Hersel [0 sleep.

AS S00N as e was sure She was realy asleep, Frog crepl quielly over [0
the window, cimbed ou, and down (o the round below. Stayng as much in the
shadows as possble, e slpped around the paace wals 1l He came [0 the
aes. Al the saes, e ot dp al s codraze and waked boldy owards the
uards, ready o run for It I necessary. By the uards had heard of the King's
nsfructions [o freal the youns boy with respect, and el Fim pass. AsS soon as
Fe was odf of sight of the uards at the ates, Frog ran home, and odr of Our
story.

Shorfly before dawn, bup whie still dark, a sfranse roup moved around the
paace wals o just underneath the princess’ window. One soldier carried a ladder.
Another carried a strip of cloth, a [engh of rope, and a canvas sack. The King
and the visiting prince carried the Kng's plan in Therr heads. The |adder was |eant
asanst the wall "Make sure You fie Him up [isht and a3 Him wel," whispered the
KNI to the prince, Wwho ook the sack, the cloth, and the rope, and cimbed up the
ladder, entering the princess' rooms throuzh the window. A few mindes later, e
was back ar the window, hissing: "Te's not here. And the bed's nol been sept in'

Lucky for HmI" hissed back the king 'Wel, no maer: He's served His
purpose. We don need the sack and things then. Throw them down” Sack, rope,
and cloth were thrown down, and the ladder was removed Three fiures crept
throush the dark around the palace wals, and the scene was [eff [0 the dark

Later that morning, the princess awoke (o find a (al youns man sitting in the
armchar by Her bed He was dressed in 30ld and scarlel, and on His head was
a crown of fine zold

"Who are You? How dd You et in here? cried the princess.

'We came in here with You |ast nisht,' answered the princely gouns man. "We
were [hal frog thal rescued Your zolden ba| from the lake A wicked wiich had
put a spell on Us, changing Us into thar froy You saw. Only by spendns the
nisht in the room of a beadiful princess could We be refurned (o Odr frue
shape. You have saved Us from thar horrble (e’

When the Kkng heard the news, e congratuated the princess on  Her
wonderfully zood luck: ™ot only a prince,” He exclamed "bdt an enchanted princel”

And, athoush the prince didnt seem thal special [0 he princess, af least
bens married to Him would be preferable (so She thouzht) [0 bens married [0 a
frog, and She was SO refeved thal She didnT proest qute as rmuch as She
would have norraly.

In Fact, She hardy protested ar al, and o They were married in a very big,
very beadtiful ceremony, and They lived [osether (o the end of Ther ives

RBut far from happily



