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One day, an old witch baked some nlerbread in the shape of chidren, with
rasins for eyes, lernon pee| for mouhs, and caraway seeds for buions. After
taking thern oup of the oven, She laid them odf on the windowsi [0 cool, and
went arodnd o the back of Her house [0 do some work in the arden. Now, [his
witch |ved in a clearing in the forest, quie far from the nearest viaze, so She
didnt expect o find wo children 30bbing down the singerbread when She came
back: but thars exactly what She dd find

Al of a sudden, one of the gnzerbread chidren bexan calny od, N a
squeaky ttle voice: “Hep! Mother! Your (ittle chidren are being eaten by horrible
monsters. dave Usl”

This, of course, made the (wo chidren jump wih surprise and drop the
Ingerbread that They had in Ther hands. Then, what was more, They heard
another voice crygns: “Im coming, Chidren, I'm comingl” and They turmed [0 see
an old woman running fowards Them from the corner of [he house She soon
slowed down and, by the tme She 00 [0 where They were, She was waking
quite normaly.

“Telo, Chidren, She sad (o the [wo real chidren, then turmed (o the
Inserbread chidren, and sad: “Whal do You mean, ‘horrble monsters? Why,
these are just hdman childrenl” And a squeaky voice came from [he inerbread:
‘Wel, They ook (ke horrble monsters o mel And They want [0 eal Usl” Another,
sightly dfferent voice said: “Look: one of Them’s afready bitten off My eg, and
how am | o et home now( And Theyve eaten Anna and Michael”

‘Oh, You sily, sy thingsl” cried the wich, “Why make such a fuss abodt
beiny eaen? Yodre a| 30N [0 be eaten. Why do You think | made You, I not (o
ear You?

“‘Wha” cried another squeaky voice. “You mean We're nof 30ns (o lve with
You forever, and be Your (ttle chidren?”

‘Oh, Yod| be MY litle chidren, arizht,” said the witch, but I eat You a| up.
Some | save Tl tomorrow, and some il later. But I eal two of You righl now.
See: Ive picked some peppermint in the Karden. I make some mint [ea, and have
a nbble on fwo of You And these chidren can ear some others”

“Onhlonionl” squeaked the ittle voices: “She’s Koing (o ear Us, [ool”

Then the old wornan [umed [0 the two human chidren (Who'd been watching
and fstenng (o a| this with Their mouths wide open, and Therr eyges amost as
wide as Ther mouths) and asked Thern [0 St ar a table thar stood by the
doorway, saygns: I'm just 0ng inside [0 put the waer on and et oul some
cups, I Youd ke (o wal” She went inside, bur soon came odf with cups,
sSpoons, and a pot of honey Then She pul the sinxerbread chidren on the (able,
and went inside azan (o fefch the pot of mint tea When She came ou, She
pointed [0 the nxerbread chid with only one |ex, and said: Youd befter finish
thal one off. dhe’l be much happier when She’s [ogether akain in Your stornach
And while Youdre eaing, Yod can el me why Yodre so far from home”

Bur the children just stared ar the ingerbread, then ar the old wornan, then
back a the 3inxerbread, until She lauzhed and explained thar She’'d plagyed Them
a lttle trick, making Her voice sound ke [ was coming from the nserbread Just
then, the teapot, in a deep litle voice, said “Phew! | wish Youd harry up and pour
this tea od: Im etting all hot and bothered!” So She poured oup the tea, saygns;:
Tm afraid I'm not very 00d ar staring conversations — Ive |ved odf here on
My own for 0 [ong, and most of the people who come and see me come for
some particular reason, SO there’s no problem decidng  what [0 talk abodt And
the |ong periods I'm on My own, | sometimes play sy sames, ke taking with
teapols or ginerbread Oh, sometimes when Im cleaning the house, there’s a big



The ON2itch And FCear TwoGests

discussion, with pieces of furniure, pols and pans, brooms and mops, a| (aking
part”

She laughed ar Herself, then said: “Lef’s see now, how do We begin? Ah,
yes: My name’s Johanna And who would You be?”

‘I'm Hans|” said the boy, and “I'm Gref,” said the il

‘And, at the risk of repeating Mysel’, what are You doing o far from homne?
Do You come from the vilaze over thar way,” (pointing) “or the one over that
way?” (pointing in another drection). “Or maybe the one over that way, bur thap is
a lons way offr

T don know,” sad Hans| “Were ostI” added Grefl And They explaned how
Ther father had taken Them into the forest o cdf wood, and had |eft Them with
the lunch basket, teling Them (o be sure not o move off. And Theyd waited
and walted, and He hadnt come back Theyd eaen a| the Food, and nisht had
falen, and stil e hadnt come back And Theyd been frishiened and had
wandered abodl, [rgns (o find Ther way home in the dark, bur had only 0t
more and more s Theyd Falen asleep a lasl, only [0 be awoken severq|
mes during the nizht by siranxe and frightening noises. The next day, Theyd
continued Their search, and had found a stream, which Theyd folowed, thinking
thar T might lead (o the river that flowed past the vilage, untl, after another night
disturbed by scary sounds, Theyd seen [his house.

‘And You havent had anyhing (o eal since the day before yesterday?’

‘Oh, We ate some berries that We found,” said Grefl, “bur | think they made
Us sick”

‘Whal Kind of berries?” asked Johanna, and fried [0 el Themn [0 describe [he
bushes or [rees thal the berries had come from, bur They didnt remember very
wel, SO dhe descrbed a few kinds unfl They sad yeees, They thouht that
those were the kinds Theyd eaten. And She ook Them [0 see an elder (ree
rowing near [he house, and They were qdite sdre, yes, They were certan that
thal was one of the kinds, and yes, thal was the other, when She showed Them
a tangle of blackberry brambles. “We|, Youve been eains blackberries, and thal's
arisht, thousgh, of course, eaing (0o many of them isn very 300d for You; and
also elderberries, which make a very nice jam or frdt drink: bat ™ You ear them
withodr boiing them Firstf, theyl make You sick. Mot very sick, bdr | expect You've
both been throwing up andve had the shits, am | rizht?” (hods from the children)
B s not (oo serious. [ couldve been worse. There are some berries in the
forest thar ook quie tasty, bt are realy very poisonous. Oh, how can people
lve right on the edze of a forest and not teach Therr chidren what's safe and
what isnt safe o ea” And She shook Her head Anyway, the two of You [ook
as I You coud use a wash and a sood rest. Then, when Youve woken up, |
have a nice soup ready for You Mow, is Your vijage the one wih the wooden
bridge across the river, or the one where the road splashes throush the river
where 's shalow?”

“The bridze, the bridzel” both chidren nodded [osether.

‘Wel then, after Weve had some soup, We'l sef off (o take the wo of You
home. We should be.” Bu; here, Hans| started crgns

I dont think They want Us at home,” He said after a time, Stil crgns,. ‘1 think
father brouzht Us into the forest o ose Us on pdrposel’

‘Why, whatever do You mean(” exclaimed Johanna

And Héns| bexan (o tell how For some fime, Ther parents had been [reaing
the two of Them especialy harshly Theyd aways been quie sfrict, and often
rouzh (oo, ‘bdf for months now, [othomre aways anry with Us, and nothing We
do pleases Them’
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‘Yes,” added Gref|, “and Theyre aways fighing between the two of Them as
wel, shouting al each other, and somelimes throwins things.unless They see Us:
then They both start yeling ar Us”

™My, MYl said Johanna

“And tha’s not al,” continued Hans| ‘Last week | woke up in the midde of the
night, and went [0 el a drink of water. And | heard Them (aking in the kichen
Father was sayns that They had (o do something abour Us — that They couldnt
arford o keep Us And that nobodyd want [0 take Us as apprentices, because
We were oodfor-nothings” And the two chidren |ooked down af the table,
miserably unhappy.

‘Wel, Il tel You what,” said Johanna, “You sef washed and have a res|, the
ftwo of You, and when You wake up, We'| have some sSoup. And [his evening,
when Yodre asleep axan, I 20 nto the vilaze Myselr and find odr what | can
find out”

The chidren were very tired, and after washing Themselves in the stream,
They crawled into the bed that Johanna'd made up for Them in Her spare room,
and were soon fast asleep.

That evennsg, the witch made a vaerian tea [0 hep the chidren [0 sleep
sodndly And whie They slept, true o Her word, She went throuzh the forest [o
Ther viaze dShed |ved in this forest for a |ons time, and was SO0 used (o
waking in It that She knew It ke an old friend So It didnt take Her [ong [0 reach
the vilaze When She dd, She went straisht [0 the house of one of IHer friends,
where She found our what She'd wanted [0 know.

The children had been rizht The woodcutter had a repdation for being a hard
man, and had few friends in the vilase. Recently, Mis business hadnt been 30N
wel for Fm, Fe'd slarted chealiny His custormers, and business had 0 even
worse. And e seemed [0 have been (aking s bad feelngs odr on His wire
and chidren. OF course s wife reacted by (reaiing the chidren bady And was It
any wonder thal the chidren were always fighting each other or bulyns younser
chidren in the vilaze? But then, just a few days before, the woodcdtterd come
back from the fores|, bleedns, and had sad thar He and the fwo chidren — for
fe'd taken the chidren thal day — had been atacked by bears, and thar fe'd
been knocked down before the bears had carried the children off.

S0 Johanna went back [0 the forest, [0 Her house I was quite dark, but Her
feel knew the paths throuzh the woods so wejl, that they took Her home, and al
the [ime She was [hinking, She wasnt sdrprised [0 hear thal the woodcdter [ook
odf s bad feelnys abodl the business on His wife and chidren. She'd been
used (o people who acted ke this. Many years before, dhe'd ved in a vilaze
RBut whenever something bad had happened (o the Farmers’ crops or animals, or
there was a [of of ran or a big accident, some sily people had started o blame
al Ther problerns on the witch, on Johanna And, even thouzh many other people
appreciated the sood work She did, a few sily, anry people had made [hings S0
unpleasant for Her in the vilage, thar She'd sone into the forest to buld Herselr a
house and |ve there. And now She went into the vilazes when somebody
needed Her hep, or [0 see old friends, bur She spent most of Her time in the
forest.

Then She thouzht of Grefl and Hans| I'd obviously not do [0 send Them
back home. They werent wanted there. I They went back, Ther parents would
just continue to iHreat Them. And maybe Theyd ry azan o ose’ Them in the
forest. Theyd just have to stay wih Her antl She could come up with a belter
solution.

S0 Grefl and Hans| stayed with Johanna, who (ried o feach Them how [0
take care of Themselves in the fores, [0 reconise the dfferent kinds of plants
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thal row there, and [0 Know which were o0od [0 eal, which were ood for
making teas. Teas for g Knds of dfferent uses. She o Them (o help Her
make bread in the big oven BuU They werent very o00d |earners, or very 00d
heppers: Theyd been told so often by Ther parents thar They were ood-or-
nothings that They believed I, and didnt try (o learn. They were miserable most
of the time, They fouzht over any litle thing, and were aways taking abodt e in
the vilaze They missed Ther home, even though Theyd been unhappy there
And Johanna didn realy know what [0 do (o cheer Them up or et Them
nterested in whay was around Them. She wasn used (o [ving wih chidren, and
most of the children She knew (he chidren in the Familes thay She visted, or
who came (o see Her in the forest when They needed hep or were ) were
happier [han these two, and easier [0 [ak [0. dhe'd acted as midwie at the birth
of many of Them, and [reated quite a few when They had broken bones or
bruises, measles or fevers. Theyd come (o frust fer, and respect fHer rea
knowledze and healny power They lked Her in spie of MHer sfranze ways and
Her sfranze appearance. And They came [0 |learn thal Her ways and appearance
werent S0 stranse after all — they were only different.

One day, an old man came [0 Johanna's house for another pol of the
special ontment She made for easing the pain of rhedmatic joints. And Fans|
heard Hm say, as e left, “Wel, thank You very much, Wich Johanna | dont
know whal I'd do withodt this ointment. Why, 'S worth I's weizht in sold and morel
Goodbye, now!” And off He went

Now, this was the first time that ether of the chidren had heard Johanna
beng caled a witch. Theyd just thouzht that She was a crazy old wornan who
lved in the forest, al aone, taking o the plants, [0 the oas and chickens She
kept as I They were people, calnsy Them Her friends, and actng in other
stranze ways. The wo children talked tosether abodt this, and reminded each
other of the stories thal some people In the vilaxe [old abodl wiiches: how They
were wicked and (ricked people, then turned Them Info (oadstools or frogs. Therr
parents had used (o tell Them that I They didnt behave Themselves, the wicked
witch'd come oup of the woods (o carry Thern off [0 eadhe's been [yng to Us
al this time She's realy a witch, and dhe's fatening Us wp [0 eal” whispered
Féns|‘Remember [hose ngerbread chidren?” asked Grefl “And thal’s probably
why She talks o the frees and animals: theyre people thar She's cast a spe|| onl
Oh, nol Do You think Shel| turmn Us info chickens, or just eal Us as We are?”

‘We'l run away,” answered Héns|, “and 30 back home back home She was
probably yng abou; Father and Mother, [00”

‘Bu how can We find Our way back? And She knows the foresf SO wel,
She’l be able (o caich Us and bring Us back”

‘We'l have o walt for Our chance. Bur I'd befter come soon: Wwho knows
how soon She's 30N [0 do whatever She’s been planning?”

Theyitse Themnselves, the wicked witch would
The very next fime thay Johanna was baking bread, Héns| saw s chance. The
wiich was pushing some buming sticks into the midde of the oven, where there
was some more wood [o catch aisht AS She was bendny over (o push the
slicks farther back, Hans| rushed up behind Her, and pushed Her info the oven
He shouted for Gref, who came running, and toxether They pushed Her al the
way in, slammed the metal door shu, and boled it
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Johanna had been taken completely by surprise, and, after the first shock,
thouzht that They were plagyns a very sily joke But then They besan o chant:
'™a, hal Wicked witch! You (ried (o frick Us, bur We've (ricked You instead!

Then They ran into the other roomn, where Hans| ook [(wWo of the pots of
ontment from the shelf, and handed one o Grefl

"That old man said It was worth more than old NMow Father wont have (o
work angmnore, and We|| al be richl" And They ran odf of the house and into the
forest, followed by the sound of the old witch banling on the door of the oven,
and Her muffled cries: "Oh, Children! Oh, My Children! Let me oul Let me out!'

After wandering in the forest for two more days, and accidentaly breaking
one of the pots of ontment, They were found by a hanter, who took Them
home (o Ther vilaze, where They told evergbody thal the wicked wich in the
forest had fricked Themn, and kept Themn prisoner, and was fateninsg Them dp (o
ear Them. Yes, and thar She turmned chidren info singerbread Bur They had
thrown Her info the oven and escaped

And some people beleved every word B when They were shown (he
ontment, They explaned that T was only rheumatic oinfment. It wasnt worth S
weikht in 0ld at al: that was just a manner of speaking The pot They had |eft
would be worth about (Wo dozen €3S

Which was just what Therr mother dropped when She saw Them.



